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In 1621, after a hard and devastating fi rst 
year in the New World the Pilgrim’s fall harvest 
was very successful and plentiful. There was 
corn, fruits, vegetables, along with fi sh, which 
was packed in salt, and meat that was smoke 
cured over fi res. They found they had enough 
food to put away for the winter.

The Pilgrims had beaten the odds. They 
built homes in the wilderness, they raised enough 
crops to keep them alive during the long coming 
winter, and they were at peace with their Native 
American neighbors. Their Governor, William 
Bradford, proclaimed a day of thanksgiving that 
was to be shared by all the colonists and the 
neighboring Native Americans.

The custom of an annually celebrated 
thanksgiving, held after the harvest, continued 
through the years. During the American 
Revolution (late 1770s) the Continental Congress 
suggested a day of national thanksgiving.

In 1817 New York State adopted 
Thanksgiving Day as an annual custom. By the 
middle of the 19th century many other states 
also celebrated a Thanksgiving Day. In 1863 
President Abraham Lincoln appointed a national 
day of thanksgiving. Since then each president 
has issued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation 

designating the fi nal Thursday of each November 
as the holiday.

Just as the Pilgrims beat the odds in 1621, 
Mays Mission for the Handicapped has assisted 
people with disabilities to beat the odds in areas 
of employment  and education though our on-
the-job training and scholarship programs. For 
more information on how you can assist people 
with disabilities call our toll free number 1-888-
502-7955 or email us at info@maysmission.org. 
You can also check out our new and improved 
website and blog at www.maysmission.org. We 
are so thankful for donors like you and all you do 
to help the disabled. Have a blessed and peaceful 
celebration of Thanksgiving.

First Thanksgiving
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If you will be using Amazon for 
your holiday shopping this year, go to 
smile.amazon and select Mays Mission 
as your charity. 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the 
same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. 
The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 
of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 
You will be asked what charity you wish to help. You can type in 
Mays Mission in the search window.

The easiest way to support Mays Mission through Amazon 
Smile among almost a million other charities Amazon is helping 
is to go to the following link:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/71-0445210

Use this link in all your Amazon shopping experiences. 

AmazonSmile is also now available in the Amazon Shopping 
App to all AmazonSmile customers using supported Android 
devices. Just download the Amazon Shopping App, open the App 
on your Android device. View Settings and select AmazonSmile. 
Then follow the in-App instructions to complete the process.

And thank you for all that you do to support the disabled!

Amazon and Mays Mission working together 
AND YOU CAN HELP!

Helen & WM Rendulich
By: Mr. & Mrs. Ray Macek

My deceased wife
By: James E. Kelley

Claude & Nancy Hamilton
(mom and dad) 

By: Ruby J. Parmer

Anonymous
By: Charles E. Thomas

.

Unknown
By: Charles E. Thomas

Mary Jane Kelley
By: James E. Kelley

Unknown.
By: George R. Slater

Joseph (Joe) Robinson
By: Yvonne Myers

MemorialsMemorials
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For over thirty years, Mays Mission for 
the Handicapped has been offering fi nancial 
assistance to people with disabilities who 
desire to further their education.

The number of applications received over 
the years has been astounding.  Even more, the 
types of disabilities and the fi elds of studies 
our applicants desire to enter has been nothing 
shy of astounding.

Mays Mission has assisted individuals in 
fi elds of law, education, performing arts and 
other areas of interest far too numerous to 
mention. One noteworthy applicant studying 
physics, a young man with quadriplegia, went 
on to work at the Johnson Space Center in 
Houston, Texas. Talk about determination…!

Probably the most diffi cult part of the 
scholarship program is budget limitations.  
Applications stream in throughout the year.  
Once the deadline passes a team looks through 
the applications to determine who is best 
suited for our program. Nearly every one is a 

worthy applicant with a heartwarming story of 
a determination to succeed. From the scores of 
applications that arrive at the Mission, only a 
few are chosen. 

You can help make this task more 
pleasant by sending a donation. Be assured, 
no gift is too small. Donations can be sent 
directly to Mays Mission for the Handicapped, 
phone by credit card, or by PayPal online at 
www.maysmission.org.

Thank you for caring!

Disability Forum

❏ Yes, I would like 
information on furthering 
education for people with 
disabilities. Please send me 
your free brochure “Preparing 
for College - Grants and 
Scholarships.”

A Prayer of Thanks                                                                                                                                           
                       by Helen Steiner Rice 
Thank You, GOD, for everything                                                                                                                                      
 I’ve experienced here on earth---  
Thank You for protecting me                                                                                                                                               
   from the moment of my birth---   
And thank You for the beauty                                                                                                                                         
 around me everywhere,        
The gentle rain and glistening dew,                                                                                                                                          
 the sunshine and the air,

The joyous gift of “feeling”                                                                                                                                        
           the soul’s soft, whispering voice    
That speaks to me from deep within                                                                                                                                       
 and makes my heart rejoice---
Oh, GOD, no words are great enough                                                                                                                                           
   to thank You for just living,
And that is why every day                                                                                                                                              
           is a day for real Thanksgiving.

And thank You for the beauty                                                                                                                                         

The gentle rain and glistening dew,                                                                                                                                          

And that is why every day                                                                                                                                              
           is a day for real Thanksgiving.



GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING 
FOREVER

PLEASE PRINT

GIVEN BY:     $                         
Mr.        AMOUNT
Mrs.
Miss                                                                    

                                                                            
ADDRESS

                                                                             
CITY

                                                                             
STATE                                           ZIP

MEMORIALS

Mays Mission
604 Colonial Drive

Heber Springs, AR 72545-8090

Please send me a free report.
Name _______________________________

Address _____________________________

____________________________________

City ________________________________

State _______________Zip _____________

IN MEMORY OF:

                                                                           

Send Card To:                                                 

                                                                            
ADDRESS

                                                                             
CITY

                                                                             
STATE                                            ZIP

A number of thoughtful people, desiring to 
honor the memory of a departed friend or 
loved one, are sending memorials in the form 
of contributions to the Mission. Families 
of those whose memories are so honored 
are noti� ed of the contributions by an 
appropriate card, and the names are listed in 
an issue of our newsletter without mention of 
the amount of the contribution.

FREE REPORTFREE REPORT You can help:
“Thanks for Giving”

shuttle to and from the airport.  Are they

accessible?  All good questions to ask before

your arrival.  All US cities that have a public

transportation system must provide paratransit.

A paratransit is a
 public transportation system

that is accessible to the disabled.  Also

remember, most major car rental companies

provide "hand controls" for the driver licensed

to use them.

FFiinnddiinngg  aann  aacccceessssiibbllee  HHootteell

Probably one of the most frustrating

experiences in traveling is fin
ding accessible

accommodations.  Each room is different.

Each hotel/motel chain is different.  Your

definition of "accessible" is not the same as

the next person's.  It 
is your job to check out

the accessibility of each facility at which you

are lodging.  Call the hotel directly to get

accessibility information.  A central

reservation office person has more than likely

never been to the facility in question, let alone

are they qualified to determine accessibility.

Speak to the manager or a maintenance

person.  They are more likely to be able to

answer specific questions about your needs.

The bottom line is for you to do your

research well ahead of time.  You know what

is best for you - what is acceptable and what is

not.  Be specific in your questioning.  Ask

open-ended questions, not something that can

be answered "yes" or "no." 

We wish you the best in your travels and

hope that you return safe, relaxed and satisfied

with your journey.
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You can download the Department of

Transportation’s regulations for people with

disabilities (http://www.tsa/dot.gov/trav

consumers/tips disabilities.shtm) and carry a

copy with you when traveling to help educate

security personnel.

82004

Please send me  ___  free 
copies of “� e Disabled 
Traveler” to share with 
someone with a disability 
who could use ideas for travel 
this Holiday season. For more 
information please call us toll 
free at 1-888-503-7955 or 
visit us on the web at www.
maysmission.org .


