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 This line from the familiar Christmas carol, 
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing" exemplifi es the 
objective of Mays Mission for the Handicapped.

 Mays Mission has been dedicated to bringing the 
true spirit of Christmas to countless handicapped 
individuals of all ages since its inception more 
than 50 years ago. Throughout the years since the 
birth of its concept in the heart of founder, Ewing 
W. Mays, the Mission has brought peace and 
mercy to many in need.

 The gifts of supporters have enabled the Mission 
to provide jobs and job training to hundreds 
of handicapped individuals. Many of these 
men and women fi nd it very diffi cult to obtain 
employment in the mainstream work force 
because of their physical, mental and emotional 
disabilities. But at Mays Mission, disabled men 
and women develop job skills while they work 
alongside nondisabled individuals. Sometimes 
the work is hard and sometimes it is diffi cult for 
the disabled workers to keep up the pace, but 
their reward comes with the sense of satisfaction 
they gain when they learn they have developed 
valuable skills and that they have abilities they 
did not know they have. Their paycheck is an 
important reward, but of equal importance to the 
disabled worker is learning that their contribution 
to the team is signifi cant. Their sense of self 
worth increases and their self esteem grows.

 Throughout the years, Mays Mission has been 
able to extend its helping hand through many 
varied services. Today, the Mission supports a 
network of community service organizations 
that benefi t disabled children and adults across 
the nation. We have awarded scholarships 
to promising disabled students, summer 
camperships to disabled children and visited 
hundreds of nursing homes and veterans homes 
passing out gift paks and spreading cheer.

The work of the Mission is important and 
throughout the year it touches the lives of 
countless disabled individuals and their families. 
Your support is indispensable and deeply 
appreciated. If you would like more information 
on ways you can help call us at 1-888-503-7955 
or email us at info@maysmission.org today.

The employees and staff of Mays Mission 
for the Handicapped wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a most blessed New Year!

“Peace On Earth and Mercy Mild”

Seasons 
Greetings!
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Henry & Elsie Strehlow
By: Wayne Strehlow

Mother & Sister
By: Valerie Warrick

June Watkins
By: John F Weber 

Unknown
By: Donald Broome

MemorialsMemorials

The Reason for the Season
It’s that time of year again – the Christmas season. The brightly 

colored autumn leaves have fallen to the ground, announcing a 
time of rest and relaxation for many living things. We’ve stuffed 
ourselves with juicy Thanksgiving turkey and loads of luscious 
desserts from our bountiful buffets. People are putting up the 
Christmas decorations and the malls are calling for us to come and 
shop.

In all the hustle and bustle, let’s not forget the “reason for the 
season,” the birth of Jesus. He came to us just as foretold by 
prophets of old (Isaiah 7:14). Without his birth, there would have 
been no atonement for sin. If He hadn’t come we would be unable 
to enter the most holy place – the throne room of God – and 
present our prayers and petitions (Hebrews 4:15, 16). He came 
that we might have abundant life (John 10:10).

As we enter this holiday season, let’s not forget those who might 
have diffi culty getting out and about. Offer a ride to a friend 
with a disability or someone who may have diffi culty navigating 
a shopping center or mall. Offer to shop for someone who may 
be unable to get out for whatever reason. A little kindness and 
friendliness and a show of care and compassion may be just the 
ticket to make someone’s Christmas time a little more stress-free.

I can think of no better verse – no better gift, than what is the 
quoted scripture: “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.”

God bless you all!
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An Unopened Gift

Disability.gov is the federal government 
website for comprehensive information on 
disability programs and services in communities 
nationwide. The site links to more than 
14,000 resources from federal, state and local 
government agencies, academic institutions and 
nonprofi t organizations. You can fi nd answers to 
questions about everything from Social Security 
benefi ts to employment to affordable and 
accessible housing.

New information is added daily across 10 
main subject areas – Benefi ts, Civil Rights, 
Community Life, Education, Emergency 
Preparedness, Employment, Health, Housing, 
Technology and Transportation.

Disability.gov is a web portal, which means 
every time you select a resource, you will be 
directed to another website. For example, a 
resource about Social Security benefi ts may 
direct you to the Social Security Administration’s 
website, www.ssa.gov. Disability.gov is not 
responsible for the maintenance of these 
resources or websites.

What Does disability.gov Do?

“And this shall be a sign unto you; you shall 
fi nd the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.” (Luke 2: 12) Why was He in a 
manger? There was no room for Him in the inn. 
Our Lord and savior came into this world poor, 
born the son of a carpenter. He left the world 
falsely accused, crucifi ed on a cross between 
two thieves. The King of Kings and the Lord of 
Lords did not have to endure this type of life and 
punishment. He made this choice so that you and 
I would not have to endure eternal punishment 
for our sin. Sometimes it’s hard to conceive that 
one person, God revealed as mankind, could pay 
the debt for us all. Yet, it happened. It’s fun to 
give gifts, to watch the smiles and expressions 
of joy and surprise as the presents are opened. 
Imagine how you might feel if you gave a gift, 
something very special. You toiled and worked 
hard to provide this present. 

 God has given us a gift in His son, Jesus 
Christ. Many have not taken the time to receive 
the gift, some just don’t want to.

No one reading this could imagine purposefully 
giving up their own fl esh and blood so that an 
entire world of people may have life - eternally. 
This is exactly what God did. Think about this 
extreme gift. Have you accepted it? Or, is it still 
sitting under the tree?

May you all accept this gift of life eternal and 
have a blessed holiday season.

Recognize persons with disabilities for 
their accomplishments, not because of 

what they have overcome.



GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING 
FOREVER

PLEASE PRINT

GIVEN BY:     $                         
Mr.        AMOUNT
Mrs.
Miss                                                                    

                                                                            
ADDRESS

                                                                             
CITY

                                                                             
STATE                                           ZIP

MEMORIALS

Mays Mission
604 Colonial Drive

Heber Springs, AR 72545-8090
Please send me a free report.

Name _______________________________

Address _____________________________

____________________________________

City ________________________________

State _______________Zip _____________

IN MEMORY OF:
                                                                           

Send Card To:                                                 

                                                                            
ADDRESS

                                                                             
CITY

                                                                             
STATE                                            ZIP

A number of thoughtful people, desiring to 
honor the memory of a departed friend or 
loved one, are sending memorials in the form 
of contributions to the Mission. Families 
of those whose memories are so honored 
are noti� ed of the contributions by an 
appropriate card, and the names are listed in 
an issue of our newsletter without mention of 
the amount of the contribution.

FREE REPORTFREE REPORT
“Thanks for Giving”

You can help:

shuttle to and from the airport.  Are they

accessible?  All good questions to ask before

your arrival.  All US cities that have a public

transportation system must provide paratransit.

A paratransit is a
 public transportation system

that is accessible to the disabled.  Also

remember, most major car rental companies

provide "hand controls" for the driver licensed

to use them.

FFiinnddiinngg  aann  aacccceessssiibbllee  HHootteell

Probably one of the most frustrating

experiences in traveling is fin
ding accessible

accommodations.  Each room is different.

Each hotel/motel chain is different.  Your

definition of "accessible" is not the same as

the next person's.  It 
is your job to check out

the accessibility of each facility at which you

are lodging.  Call the hotel directly to get

accessibility information.  A central

reservation office person has more than likely

never been to the facility in question, let alone

are they qualified to determine accessibility.

Speak to the manager or a maintenance

person.  They are more likely to be able to

answer specific questions about your needs.

The bottom line is for you to do your

research well ahead of time.  You know what

is best for you - what is acceptable and what is

not.  Be specific in your questioning.  Ask

open-ended questions, not something that can

be answered "yes" or "no." 

We wish you the best in your travels and

hope that you return safe, relaxed and satisfied

with your journey.
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You can download the Department of

Transportation’s regulations for people with

disabilities (http://www.tsa/dot.gov/trav

consumers/tips disabilities.shtm) and carry a

copy with you when traveling to help educate

security personnel.
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Please send me  ___  
free copies of “� e 
Disabled Traveler” to 
share with someone 
with a disability who 
could use ideas for travel 
this holiday season. 
For more information 
please call us toll free at 
1-888-503-7955 or visit 
us on the web at www.
maysmission.org .


